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' ■ r;^i*r'^TdCe language, the lntematu,na. search was carried put on the basis o, the International application In the 
larSu^^n which It wis fUed. unless othen^ise Indicated under this item. 

n The in.erna«onal search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the International application furnished to 
' — * this Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 
b. □ Wim regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add s<««ence disclosed In the International application, see Box No. I. 

2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 
3 Unity of invention Is lacking (see Box III). 

4. With regard to the title, 

jx] * the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

Q the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract. 

Hn the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 



6. With regards to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure fMo 8 

[ I as suggested by the applicant. 

m as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
□ as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. □ none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
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(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the International application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ in addition, in the case that more than o"e -^^^^^^^^^^ 

''S^^^^.rStS^Z'^^^i^^^^^ application as filed, as 

appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 



1 . S The following document has not been furnished: 

^ copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43b/s.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43b/s.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumptlcn that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2 □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact ♦^'^^^'e Priority cl^ 
has been found invalid (Rules 43Ws.1 and 64. 1 ). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(l) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporti ng such statement _ _ 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


6-10 


No: 


Claims 


1-5.11.13-19 


Yes: 


Claims 


6-10 


No: 


Claims 


1-5.11.12.13-19 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-19 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 



Jhe following document is referred to in this communication: 

bl : WO 93/05943 A (CHANG S J ; BERMAN JOSEPH J (US)) 1 April 1993 

; (1993-04-01) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 

2.2. A method of constructing (see in particular figs 1-4) a hard suitcase characterised 
by forming a shaped base portion (80) and a shaped lid portion (60) from plastics 
material (page 2 last paragraph) of such characteristic that the portions retain their 
intended shape, and attaching to each of said portions the respective zipped 
portions (70) of a zip fastener arrangement by stitching operation involving a 
securing thread (figs 8,9, page 27 lines 3 to 1 2). 



3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 2 

3.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT. because 
the subject-matter of claim 2 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT: 
Document D1 discloses also the feature of a "frameless" hard suitcase therefore it 
discloses all the technical features of present claim 2 (see also point 2.2 above) 

4 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 3 

4.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 3 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses also the following technical features: 
- A cun/ilinear suitcase (see figures) 
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- A tray like base and lid portion (see figs 2,3) 

therefore it discloses all the technical features of present claim 3 (see also point 
2.2 above). 

t 
\ 

5 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 13 

5.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 3 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses also the suitcase with all the technical features of present 
claim 13 (see also point 2.2 above). 



6 DEPENDENTCLAIMS4. 5. 11, 12, 14-19 

Dependent claims 4, 5, 1 1 , i 2. 1 4-1 9 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) 
and (3) PCT). 



7 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 6-10 

The combination of the features of dependent claims 6-10 are neither known from, 
nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 
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